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WORKING GIRLS

RESPONSIVE TO MOD

Woman Who Studied Cases of 110,000 Young Women Tellssof Suc-
cess by Power of Example and Suggestion---Importance of the

Socially Prominent

4 ELL, I'm fired!” saig the little
\N,J' girl, flopping down in a chalr

in a heap. A very pretty gir! so

voung looking (that she must have had

trouble getting her license to work, styli=hly
dressed too.

The woman in charge of the Girls' Work
Department of & great welfare assockatlon
looked up and asked: “"What happened ™

“ITt was my first job and took me go long
te get it that T dassent go home now 1've lost
it. Walting on table in a restaurant. This
morning I had given a his eggs and
st and was
coffes by his plate when he looked up
and sald: 'You'll meet to-night
o'clock, and I'll show you the hizhest kind
of o time.' 1 wasn't feeling any too bright,
a0 1 fired the coffes in his face, and the boss
tired me.” P

That was the story. As it was still early
in the day some of the flald workers got busy
and found the girl another fob =0 that she
no longer dreaded to go home. Miss Gertrode
Ciogin, secretary of the National Girls' Work,
Y. W. C. A, told the story. She added:

“This is the type of the yougger group of
industrial and business girl with whom we
deal, trying to give her correct standards
of Uving and some jdea of gane recreation.
er age varies from 12 to 18, depending on
State laws for permitting her to go to work.
The younger ones are employved at mechani-
cal tasks in factories, like counting spools of
thread, or at fillng and beginning stenog-
ruaphy in office work. The others go from
cemmercial high school to offices where
they pretend to he expert stenographers.

“For flve years and longer we have
stressed work with these adolescent girls,
and we are delighted to see that Tur Nepw
York Herarp has taken up the same kind of
work and {s helping in a big way by showing
Just what the conditlons are. Of course,

man

just going to set a cup wof

me at ¢

Tne Herarp articles have dealt with the
younger soclety set, their manners, dress,
irreverence toward elder persons and re-

Hglon, but the lesson permeates to our xirls,
for thelr models are that very class of so-
cinlly prominent adelescents,

Working Girls Ape Manners
And Dress of the Smart Set

“How our work girls swarm the streets at
the noon hour! One sees them in shoals on
the avenues up town and no doubt you see
almost a continunusly flowing river of them
hetween 12 and 1:30 o'clock passing Cham-
bers street and Broadway and scores of
other business corners.

“They are of one type outwardly. They
wear the sheerest low-neck waists, the filmi-
ost silic stockings, the most valuable looking
fur coats. In faot, our working girls try
thelr best to ape the pretty and showy
young women whom one sees hopping out of
an automobile drawn up in front of a jewel-
ler'a or a specialty shop any afternoon. The
working #irls will go to great lengths to
deceive the igmorant passer, to make him
Leliave they are as free from restraint as
thut other protected set, And why shouldn’t
they be?

"I don't know how they do It, or rather, [
do know but can't yet understand why they
do some of the things, I asked the pretty
girl who had Just been ‘fired’ from her first
folh where she got her elegant fur coat.
Haid she, ‘Oh, that's easy. It cost §80 and
I pald a dollar down and am to pay a dollar
a month till I'm square. It wasn't very good

Barring the Extreme in

fur, but I take care of it and I can put it
over,’

“This is onc of the dangers besetting o
girl of this kind; it encourages her to other
forms of ,decoption that sre charucter de-
slroying, And suppose the girl I spoke of
first had not been so precipftate; suppose
ghe had ‘Jollled” along the stranger who
wanted Yo give her the ‘highest kind of a
time? "

In the national campeign undertaiken and
carried on ever aince the war sgainst con-
tinual dancing, as if that were the solitary

form of amusement open to a yYoung givls
agalnst unseemly and nappropriate dress
and agalnst dangerous freedom of ways In
connection with the opposite sex about
110,000 girls of the adolescent age have
come under the influence of the fleld work-
ers and their 600 (oeal assistants.  Miss

Gogin herself 18 much of the time travelling
whout the country investigating the work as
It progresses and asking suggestlons from
the girls themselves for improving and en-
larging ft.

"Girls to-day; women to-morrow; amd to
hkelp them grow to be fine women is our big

task. It Is so big, so full of difficult prob-
lems that we need all the help possible.
We ought to get 1t from the very soclety

sot of girls Tue New Yorg Hegarn {8 trying
to convert to quieter manners and saner
dress. 1 think If these girls knew how far
reaching their example is they would help
us and incidentally help themselves,

“In the flrst place it is not easy Yo get
hold of the girls, They are suspiclous of
anything that has the word 'Christian’ as Its
middle name, They dop't want to come here
at first or go to any of the other centres,
but we trust to the influence of those girls
that have come.

Finding There Is Pleasure
In Things That Are Good

“Girls bring girls. That is the maxim In
wtich we implicitly rely, and by It we re-
eruit our girl reserves, We have no absurd
restrictions; we do not object to dancing but
encourage It in a wise way; we know that
adolescent girls grow up to be better women
when they have the natural association of
boys and we offset the lack of home life by
urging the girls to have thelr young male
friends call on them in the public reception
roams prov@tﬁ; for that very purpose.

“After a time, sometlmes longer, some-
times shorter, our ‘reserves' declde that we
are not narrow bigots {n anything: they
learn that there Is pleasure or at least pleas-
ant things even In rellgion: they see for
themselves that there are other forms of
recreation as Jolly as dancing and finally they
begin personally to take interest and even
to suggest the things they would llke to do.
Then we feel they are safe,

"“Now, the girls when they first come to us
in this haughty, susplcidus mood, almost re-
sentful toward the friends that brought
them alonk, very often look perfectly freak-
sh.  Their faces are covered with rouge and
powder, thelr dress is almost ridiculous—is
wholly so when you remember that they
work hard for the money that pays for these
cheap imitatione of current fashlons. They
con't accept what we say and we don't urge
ft. We wait until they bring us suggestions
of their own.

“In Chicago recently a strong effort was
imitation,. These girls are profoundly af-
fected by personality and when ther see a
teacher whom they like well dressed, even
fashlonably dressed, but not in the extreme
folly of certain fashlons, they unconsclously
follow her. Occasionally, of course, there
will be one who keeps right along with her
paint and silly dress and nobody will take
her to task for it. We know that she Is

Clothes Is Stressed

probably a good girl, bot unawakened in
some things."

This Boston woman is optimistic sbout her
sexX and especially about the working girl.
She would not admit, when questioned about
her experience, that it had ever been un-
happy. On this polnt she made the reas-
suring assestlon that, potentlally, every girl

"right.” i
“All you have to do to bring oui the good
in these 15 and 17 year old girls is to sur-
round them with the best examples. They
are sure to reflect the finer qualities in them
tecnuse they Instinctively admire goodness
and fineness, That's - why you ought to
stress the duty of their richer sisters to
present to our working girls sometling com-
mendable in dress and  deportment. It
would have a wonderful effect.

“Thus the simpler outfit frequently has
but to be seen to he At ance alopted by o
reserves and we find that the ‘teen' girls,
who include grade school givls, high school
girls, andsyounger girls in~ business and
Industry, have nore appreciation of this out-
fit's advantaees than the girls out of their
teens, This is because these youngstérs are
nearer the ‘play’ age and have not yet ac-

uired the ‘beaw’ habit,  But® even after
‘

is

Working girls properly. and im-
properly dressed. By example, the
Y. W. C. A. hopes to abolish immodest
clothes, excessive rouge, etc.

they have

DeCome

young women the re-

serves have shown no disposition to fall
back Into foollah fashions.
“Faith in them is naturnl becnuse they

made most of the rules by which they live

F L L
MOST interesting statement regarding

A hig position on the subject of the
- super rights of women to which they
naturally fell heir when they were given
the right to vote without any attempt to re-
peal the Inws that had been enacted for thelr
protection I8 furnished the Rev. Dr,
William Carter, pastor of Throop Avenue
Mresbyterian Church In Brooklyn

Dr. Carter has addressed several organizn-
tions  recently upon the subjeqt, “Have
Women's Rights [ geught Men's Wronge?" a
topic which never fails to draw an audlence
md which s understood or misinterproted
ceording to the state of mind of the hearar,

The minister, at his home, readily agreed
to discuss the suhject,

by

Nothing of the Woman Hater

In Dr. Carter's Makeup
Dir should be
wtated that he la most distinctly not a weman
Not once during the Interview did
w =ay anything which could be aven dis-

In Jjustice to Carter |t

hater

torted into a reflection upon the sex. He
gave the impression of profound respect,
innnte  chivaley and o desire to protect

wamen against any injusiice whatever, Ina

weneral way, and this statement did not come

specifieally from him, his oritlclsm seems

to be that women arve attempting to abandon
he

protecting care of those who have been

g proud to guard them agalnst evil, and

ennctment of
more law that which has always been thelre

e meeking to secure by the
vver since the male began to guard his mate
ond provide for his young

“In the Nrst place," D s |
have nlways bean opposed to giving women
the 1lxht
the
nothing

said Carter,

to vote, 1T was ngainst {t before
and I have
Ita enactment to cause me to
mind.

“Understand 1 do not opposs women's suf-
frnge on the account of men, but on their
WL I think they made a mistake
In asking for It. COmne reason I» that A man
always went to the polls and voted for him-
eelf wife and they
very largely controlled what we did

"My

posing giving them the right to vole {8 the

Inw was passed abrerved

siner

change my
vount

nnd ANYWAY, nlways

prineipal reawon, however, for op-

renttlt It = having and will rontinue to have

upon weman and lieg of

mannor lving

e Super

*Rig;flts :

Idea of Pastor
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Miss Gertrude Gogin, secretary of the National Girls’ Work of
the Y. W. C. A, in campaign to aid working girls.

for themselves, Fop instunce, we encourage
free expression of opinion on all subjects
kindred to the ones we are discussing. The
glrls frequently hold convent'ons Iasting
from Friday night until Sunday night, and

Analyze

Ly L5 s
Y BAGHFRALN.

at these questions of dress and deportment
come up. The former was assumed as the
major problem for high school girls and the
youpger industrial girls at & convention thus
described which was recently held in Phila-
delphia.

“What the glrls themselves sald about
modern dress and how it should be reformed
while still remaining fashionable and attrac-
tive would help some of the would-be elder
reformers, :

“Far we urge self-government, and it has
been found to be the way to keep the girls
keenly alive to the best things life offers
cithér of edification or recreation. So these
conferences are productive of great good.
There will be a ten day conference held at
Nepuhwin, Pa., next summer, and the social
problems, includigig this principal one of
dress, will be threshed out.

“In order to work systematically five com-
missloners were appointed by the reserves,
who will meet at Nepahwin to draw up a

ESTY APPEAL

questionnaire in which these much discussed
things shall have the leading place. Thease
commissioners have done thelr work and the
questionnaire has been sent out hroadcast
Answers to it are just beginning to come in.
There is & unanimous opinion expressed dis-
crediting the mode of dress of the present
day and advocating proper changes; but it
is amusing to note that none of those who
answer the questions wishes to be considered
‘unfashionable,’ but all belleve it is a’ glrl's
or & woman's duty to look as nice as she can
and to have as good a time as she can

“That's what we advocate for our mem-
bers. When they think of this place we
want them to think of lots of fun, of more
friends, of peppy programmes, of new in-
terests gnd a chance to do other girls some
good,

Acting on the Principle
That a Good Time Is Normal

“For we act on the principle that having
a good time is normal. If we get the op-
portunity we can show two types of girls—
those who need it most—that to follow the
things fashion decrees, that is to follow them
blindly, is not to have a good time. Quite
the reverse,

“The two types referred to are the fac-
tory girls or those whose work-a-day lives
are colorless, nnd the department store girls,
who see life too highly colored. Undoubt-
edly these two ufford us the vastest prob-
lem and are hardest to reach and influence.
The former require excitement and go to
dangerous lengths to secure it; they are the
girls who come to harm In cheap dance halls.
The other girl is apt to roin herself trying to
look In a musln model (made by herself in
her hall bedroom) as Zorgeous as thg rich
man's daughter does in some costly stuif,
Their temptations differ in kind but they
resemble each other in degree. Both are
hard to withstand,

“But the voung gicls in both these classes
have pretty good heads and when a thing s
in front of them they can see it. They real-
ize, for instance, when they see how attrac-
tively and vet how modestly some girls can
dress, that It is foolish to adopt extremes
of fashion. I have scarcely seen It to fail
that when a girl who has been wenring to
business a frail diaphanous walst sees how
much prettier and more serviceable s a
washable one, the next time she adds to her
business outfit she supplies it with several
of the washable varlety,

“Example! Oh, the force of it! Once let
the soclety young woman wash her face
clean of the nasty rouge aad paint and you
will see the working glrl will clean hers,
too. Omce let the society young womin
put on sensible shoes and drop her skirt 1o
their tops and you will meet in the buslness
sections shoals of oretty voung womeh In
decently Yong skirt and sensible foot gear.

“] repeat that the force of example,
evervwhere powerful, is particularly so with
these self-supporting girls. How much th»
daughters of the rich could do for thes:
irls, without a minute’s interferencé with
their own pleasure and comfort! Do you
suppose the rich girls ever think of this?”

A

Y. W.C. A._Queltionnnire‘for High School Girls

QUESTIONNAIRE by High School Girl Reserves of the Y. W. C. A. is to be

ides five questi each on the

sent to members throughout the

girls, in school and outside of school?

subjects of Health, Finance and Honor, five each are asked about the debated

subjects, Dress and Conduct, which are as hllun.: -
Have you kept the recommendation concerning the simple
What do you consider violations of a sensible hairdress?
How prevalent are georgette waists in your school? : ]
What do you consider the standard regarding cosmetics for high school

What do you consider an ideal wardrobe for a high school
QUESTIONS ON CONDUCT.

The following are the questions on Conduet:

Is there much powdering in public by high school girls? .

What do you consider a standard for, conduct on the street for Gil:l Reserves?

What do you think is the proper evening dress for hi?h school girls?

Do you think that the use of perfume is appropriate for

Do gou approve of socks for girls in high school?

try. B

form of dress?

girl?

a high school girl?

Rev. Dr. Carter Sees Unusual Legal Favoritism to Sex Now That the Ballot Has Been Given,
but Miss Stephenson Asserts Protective L.aws Are Not Essential

Also I am of the opinion that women did not
care about having the right to vote, Cer-
tainly the mmjority of those I personally
know did not eare about it, and men from
other sections of the coufitry with whom I
have talked tell me the same thing iz true
where they reside.

“Uppn severnl occasions T have spoken of
the fact that women, having been glven the
rvight to vote, have been allowed to think

that they are upon an absolutely legal
cquality with men, when as @ matter of faoct

they are not seeking equality and do not
want it. They want something more than
enuality. They want equality plus. They do
not want to repeal the laws which men

poesed fn len of giving them the vote, Let
us soe what some of these are.

“Pirat there are the allmony and divoree
Inws, Mind you, T do not belleve in alimony
at all for either women or men. I belleve In
it only for the children. The lttle innocents
should be protected, but allmony should stop
right there, However, It s & fact that a
womnan cnn sue for allmony and a man has
not that right, no matter how well able his
wife may be to pay h'm. Coo it be sald that
such n state s falr and that aen nnd women
wre equal before the law in that Instance?

“One ground for divorcee I8 non-support,
but this allegation may be made only by n
woman.

“A mun s responsible for his wife's debls
but she Is not responsible for his. This
miy be carried to an absurdity. A woman
directly after her marriage may begin buy-
ing extravagantly and abwolutely wreck her
husbeod Ananciully if she wants to by pur-
chas'ng Jewslry and things which may be
concenled. He has no recourse and can be
taken into court and made to pny. The wife
in not responsihle for even the smallest debt
of her hunband,

Dower Laws Put Man's Property
At Mercy of His Wife's Whims

“Here = another thing a woman can do.
If her husband be Inflrm and to her thinking
ahout to die she may make thousands of
dollars In debts, Just we know  some
voung Englishtnen go into debt expect'ng to
pay when they succeed to the title. When
her husband dies, althoiigh she may be
wealthy In her own name, a woman's debis
mugt he pald from the proceeds of her hus-
and'a estate, and If thera 8 ot sufficient
jeft the merchants are not paid This is
true only of women, not mon,

HT

“Think of the dower laws for a1 moment.
I know of a ocase where a young woman
married an old man. I put it that way bLe-
cause he did not do the marrying. She did
it. He was wealthy. Shortly after the wed-
ding she told him that he must sell his
property. He demurred, saying he had good
Investments. The wife plalnly suld he must
sell because she wanted her share of what
had been hix until he married. When he
refused she told him she would refuse to
sign any deeds or any mortgage loans on
his property. She kept her threat and
brought him to the verge of bankruptey.

“Then there are the inheritance laws 1
hedrd of & man who decided to muke a little
extra provigion for his wife, he saved
hi® money and bought a plece of property.
He gave It to her. She died. He thought It
would be returned to him by the adminis-
trator, but she had died without making a
will #0 he was cut off entirely from inheriting
her estato, and he saw the property that he
had worked and gaved for divided among
her sisters. Of course, they had no children.

"In thirty-eight States of the Tnion the
law specifically states that a man =hall have
no shn In the earnings of h's wife, but all
States—. think there is not a elngle excep-

Ho

tion, Including the thirty-eight referred to—
make a man respon=lhle for the household
debts. In other words, If they both work he
has no share In her earn'ngs, but =she has a
share in his pay envelope,

"“One of the statistical bureaus recently
iesued a statement declaring that 4,000,000
persons are out of work in the United States.
If this be true the fa®t that women are
takinmg the places of men |s largely respon-
sible.  Of course there has heen an Industrial
let up, too, but it did. not throw anything
lke 4,000,000 But of work. The womén took
the places of men during the war and mow
refuse to give them up, The employers re-
tain them becnuee they will work for less
money. We men are out of work, They
take our Jobs, keep our pay, willinot share
with us what they earn and then make us
pay the houschold bills or go to jall. Burely
the criticlsm that women think quickly but
not deeply Is correct,

“Now heve s a curious phase to this whole
sltuat’on. Neither I nor any other right
thinking man really wanta to repeal these
Inwa for the protection of women, They
need them now just as much as they éver
did and we men will continue to protect
them whether they want us or not."

Women Want Equal_it'y Only, Says Defender

HE reply of Mlas S8arah Stephenson to
the views of Dr. Willilam Carter on
the rights

lluminating statement of the womnn's
of the

HLU e of women e an
side
Hhe n_rf.'re'ntﬂ her opinlons
forcefully and with emphagnis,

“Mease do not get the ldea,’
i nm a bitter feminist, am
I am not bitter about anything. 1 ww
A friendly kind of person, and I always en-
deavor to see the humor of every situation,"

Miss Stephenson undoubtedly succeads in
She |8 decldedly affable, and

understunds why

question.

she swid, “that
becauss 1 not.

Lo e

her endeavors.

one easily she has been
IT\II-|1".---.1 by the organizations of the First,
Boeventh and Bixteenth Assembly districts of
Brookiyn and varlous women's organlzations
in Brooklyn for the position of City Magis
trate, with the request that she be assignod
to the
Relations Conrt

to be filled on May 1 by Mazor Hylan.

Womagn'e Court and the Domesti

There will be six vacincies

Directly over the desk of Mias Stephenson
her office at 16 Braooklyn,
hangs a plachrd upon which s peinted the

famous saving of President Lincoln: "It adds
nothing to my satisfaction that another man

shall disnppointed.” AMisn
eaye that (= her motto

In Court street,

b Rtophenson

She began the practice of law In 18005 and
was the first woman to open o law office in
Brooklyn. She the Borough Secre-

tary of Brooklyn, having been appolnted by

I NoOow

President Fdward Riegelmiann in October,
1918
“My viewsn are directly the opposite of

those of Dir. Carter,” she sald smilingly, *'1I
favorsd suffrage for women because of the
result It I8 havipg, and which it will con-
tinwe to have, upon thelr manner of living

Women are broadening out all the time.
They are thinlting and ncting for them
elven,  Burely that must be ngreeabls to
inteillgent men Man diws not want an
unintelligent human being  =itting ot the
head of e table any more He wants a

phl, a companion witi® whom he can dlscuss
the guestions of the day.

“Sinee women have been given the right
to vote I see a hig difference In the homes
I visit. The women love thelr homes just
ag much as formerly and take just as good
care of them, but they are also informing
themselves about the affairs of the world
and can discuss matters intelligently at their
awn tables with their families instead of re-
maining sllent.

“An intelligent man docs not wunt
marry a dishwasher. He wants a wife,

"We are told that wemen want more than
equality—equality plus, 1 believe it i=. Re-
cently the women appearsd at Albany and
saked that they be placed upon an abselute
equality with the men. We do not want the
protection of specinl laws, We are able to
take ecare of ourselves,

“A great cry I made ab dimony. It
in perfectly right that s man should pay
alimony to the wife that is forced to leave
him because of his misconduct. The reason
is perfectly simple. When 1 man marries
his wife either givea up the job she has or
she falls to learn any work or profession.
8he engages solely in the bDusiness of man-
aging his home economleally and Intelli-
gently. He remaing on the joh that Lrings
in the revenue. Then comes the divorce, Is

to

Woman Lawyer

Slave and Wife Alike

ISS SARAH STEPHENSON is a
parallelist. Here is one which she
has drawn of the legal status of women
and slaves in 1848 before the slaves
were freed and before the fight began
to improve the legal status of women:
SLAVE WIFE
Could not "ould not
Own property Own' property
Keep enrnings Keap earnings
Mike legal contract  Make legal contraot
SBue or be sued Sue or be susd
fstabiish business fwtabilah business
Blgn as a witness Hign as a witness
Testify In court T-‘\lfy In court
Dead In lnw Bunk ‘dentity in that

i of husband
“hildren belnnged to Those of wife 46
master husband

If slave Ieft master. Nelthgr could wifs, as

conld tnke nothine all  her property
with her belonged to him

Could be whipped by Huosbamd could bent
mantor wifa.

the wife to be thrown out of doors, without
any knowledge of how to go about the
business of earning i living for herself and
her children, and without any meane of
support? Surely it 1s not necessary to argu.
the question.

“With regard to the statement that a
man ls responsibla for the debts made Ly
his wifs. The laws of the varions States
differ somewhat regarding this matter, but
in this State a man I8 responsible only for
those debts made by his wife In eonducting
the home, and then only for the necessities
of life. Luxuries he cannot be made to
pay for. This is right. The wife has no
means of securing money except from the
husband, 1f she has the authority to pur-
chase for the home, and surely she has he-
cause If she did not make the_purchases the
home would be neglected, then It I= right
that a sufficlent amount of what the man

enrna be used in paying the bills of the
home, .
“Certainly & man hag no share In the

earnings of his wife, That is something we
fought for, and we succeeded in having the
change made in the law only about 1888
We have so fixed the law that a loafing
drunken bum can no longer appear at o
tuctory , payroll window and demand the
snrnings of his wife,

How One Woman Lost Out
In Legal Fight Over Savings

“We had n case here In Brookiyn in 1914
that shows what can still be done to womoen
A certaln woman skimpedeand saved and
went without the clothes she would have
lked to wour untll she had increased a gift
of $200 from her husband to about $600
Then her husband tried to get the money out
of the savings bank. The matter was con-
tested In court and the law gave the man
the money because she hod saved It from the
household _sxpense allowance. They took
her. money awny from her,

“We are sustained in our contention for
cquality by the Hible. In Genesis It i
written, ‘And God said, let us make man in
our image after our lkeness: and let them
have dominlon over the fish of the sea,’ &c.
He aid not ray 'Let him have dominlon.' He
sald ‘Them.' Directly under this passage
wa find;

i‘#a God created man in his own image,
in the image of Ood created he him. Male
and female created he them.'

“There s one thing T want to say In con
clusion, and I wish 1 knew some way to be
very forceful about this, There will con-
tinue to be happy homes, splendld fathers,

good mothers and children in thia world
‘no matter what lawe nre passed, pepealed or
il to pass Therse will awlwnys be flne,

aweet and noble men and women to ear'y on
the work of the home and the work of the
world.,”




